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S E C T O R  S P O T L I G H T

Russia Halal Foods: The $382M Pivot East

Russia exported $382 million in halal food in 2024 — an 82% surge that made it the second-largest halal 
poultry supplier to the Middle East after Brazil. Almost nobody outside Russia knows this. The founders 
who built this sector survived Chechen wars, franchise collapses, and a decade of pork-DNA scandals.

Q U I C K  FA CTS

Market Size $382M halal exports in 2024, up 82% year-over-year, with an estimated $26B in 

annual export potential

Unique Advantage Centuries of Tatar, Bashkir, and Caucasian food heritage commercialized as halal 

brands — cultural authenticity no corporate competitor can replicate

Biggest Challenge Certification fragmentation across 30+ bodies undermined trust for a decade • DUM 

RT became the first state-accredited body in March 2026

Timing Factor DUM RT became Russia's first state-accredited halal body in March 2026, recognized 

by 22 countries — the export credibility infrastructure is new

“In Russia there are very many certification bodies — I'm even afraid to say how many.”

Rafik Mukhameshin, Former Head, Rosstandart Technical Committee 704

Moscow roundtable, March 2025

MARKETS: Russia

SECTORS: Halal Foods
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G E O G R A P H I C  C O N T E X T

Russia's Halal Heartlands

© OpenStreetMap contributors · © CARTO

Tatar and Caucasian origins, Gulf and Asian destinations — halal's new eastern arc.

Tatarstan — The undisputed centre of Russian halal food. Kazan hosts KazanForum (federally sponsored since 

2023), the DUM RT certification body (state-accredited March 2026), and the majority of halal QSR brands 

including Tubetey. Eight of the eighteen brands identified in this report operate from the republic. The halal 

committee of the Tatarstan Muftiate became Russia's first and only state-accredited certification body in March 

2026, recognized by 22 countries.

North Caucasus — Chechnya's Salhiya plant, rebuilt from wartime rubble by Abu Salataev, now supplies Magnit. 

Dagestan contributes one documented producer. The Caucasus brings cultural authenticity — centuries of 

Muslim food tradition — but faces infrastructure constraints that limit industrial scale.

Moscow Oblast — Corporate halal brands cluster near Moscow: Cherkizovo's Latifa poultry brand, and several 

processors serving the capital's 2+ million Muslim consumers. Moscow Oblast functions as the distribution and 

logistics hub.

Bashkortostan — Three producers operate from Russia's second-largest Muslim-majority republic. 

Bashkortostan parallels Tatarstan's cultural heritage but with smaller commercial scale, contributing to the 

broader Volga–Urals halal corridor.

* * *

S E C T O R  N A R R AT I V E
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Abu Salataev (Абу Салатаев) began in 2011 with no facility and no refrigeration — 200 kilograms of 
meat a day in the back of a Moskvich (Москвич), driven to whoever would buy. Today his plant supplies 
Magnit (Магнит), Russia’s largest grocery chain. That arc — from a personal car to a national supply 
chain — is invisible to every English-language intelligence platform. So is the industry behind it: $382 
million in halal food exports last year, an 82% surge making Russia the Middle East’s second-largest 
halal poultry supplier after Brazil, against a government estimate of $26 billion in annual potential. The 
founders who built this from heritage cuisine and personal conviction are hiding in plain sight. That will 
not last.

The twin engines of a protected market

Two shocks built Russia’s halal food sector into what it is today.

The 2014 counter-sanctions against Western food imports eliminated $9.5 billion in annual competition 

overnight. For halal producers in Tatarstan (Татарстан) and the North Caucasus, the empty shelf space was an 

invitation. Tatar entrepreneurs who had been selling echpochmak from market stalls suddenly faced a domestic 

market starved of branded food — and a Muslim population of 20–25 million consumers who had never had a 

dedicated supply chain.

The second shock came in 2022. Expanded sanctions severed whatever remained of European market access 

and forced Russian producers to look east — toward the Gulf states, Iran, and Southeast Asia. What had been a 

domestic protection story became an export imperative. AN-NOOR (Ан-Нур), the poultry arm of GAP Resurs 

(ГАП Ресурс), shipped  135,000 tonnes of halal poultry across 75 countries. Damate’s (Дамате) halal turkey 

brand Salima (Салима) became the first company worldwide approved by Malaysia’s JAKIM for turkey imports. 

KazanForum (КазанФорум) — the annual Russia–Islamic World summit in Tatarstan’s capital — was elevated to 

federal status by presidential decree in 2023, drawing 20,000 participants from over 100 countries.

The numbers moved fast. Halal poultry exports alone doubled to $211 million in a single year. At Gulfood 2026 

in Dubai, nearly 100 Russian exporters from 32 regions assembled the country’s largest-ever national pavilion. 

An Islamic banking pilot, launched in September 2023 across Tatarstan, Bashkortostan, Chechnya, and 

Dagestan, began feeding a broader Islamic economy ecosystem that strengthens the halal food chain from the 

financial infrastructure up.

The institutional scaffolding deepened at every level. Tatarstan’s Rais Minnikhanov (Раис Минниханов) 

designated halal products a “priority area and competitive advantage,” backing the declaration with 

infrastructure — an Agroindustrial Park in Kazan (Казань) that houses emerging producers, a DUM RT halal 

committee with 25 years of operational experience, and a roadmap targeting $700 million in Tatarstani halal 

exports by 2030. Kazan’s designation as Cultural Capital of the Islamic World 2026 cemented the republic’s 

positioning as Russia’s gateway to the Islamic economy.

But the export story, impressive as it is, belongs to corporate Russia — Cherkizovo (Черкизово), GAP Resurs, 

Damate. The founder-owned story is different, harder to find, and far more interesting.

Where heritage meets the fryer

Russia’s halal food geography is not random. It maps onto centuries of Turkic and Caucasian culinary tradition 

now being rediscovered and commercialized — echpochmak and chak-chak from the Golden Horde era, Bashkir 

kazylyk older than Russia itself, Dagestani chudu and urbech that have achieved Moscow trendsetter status. 

Legendary chef Yunus Ahmetjanov (Юнус Ахметзянов) fought in the 1960s to restore Tatar dishes to Soviet 
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public catering; today’s founders are finishing the revolution he started, with branding and certification that he 

could not have imagined.

The epicenter is Tatarstan. The republic’s Muslim-majority population provides the natural consumer base, but 

the real differentiator is government strategy. The DUM RT (ДУМ РТ) Halal Committee — now Russia’s sole state-

accredited certification body, recognized by 22 countries — anchors an ecosystem that includes KazanForum, 

the Agroindustrial Park in Kazan, and an inter-departmental working group with halal export targets written into 

the republic’s economic roadmap. The neo-Tatar food movement has turned echpochmak, kystybyi, and 

kazylyk from grandmothers’ kitchens into branded, certified, exportable product lines.

The North Caucasus tells a different story — heritage production in the shadow of conflict. In Chechnya and 

Dagestan, food production is halal by default; the population is 94–96% Muslim. The challenge is not 

certification but infrastructure and logistics. Chechen meat processors operate in a republic rebuilt from war, 

where the most dramatic brand story in the entire sector — a Soviet plant rebuilt from literal destruction — 

illustrates both the potential and the constraints. Dagestan lamb has achieved premium positioning in Moscow 

and St. Petersburg restaurants, and emerging urbech — nut and seed paste — has gained “superfood” status 

nationally. The cultural food heritage runs centuries deep; the commercial infrastructure is still catching up.

Moscow functions as the sector’s distribution hub. Over a million Muslim residents make it the largest single 

consumer market for halal food in Russia. The city hosts the headquarters of every major corporate halal player 

and the flagship locations of the most ambitious founder-owned chains. Major retailers — Magnit, Perekrestok, 

Auchan — operate dedicated halal sections, though consumer surveys report persistent shortages. Moscow is 

the commercial bridge connecting producers in Tatarstan and the Caucasus with national retail chains and 

export logistics.

And in Bashkortostan, the horse meat heartland, culinary identity centers on products that require halal 

certification not as a marketing overlay but as an expression of cultural practice. Vertically integrated family 

operations run their own farms, processing, and retail — a model that predates the modern halal economy by 

generations. The republic’s Islamic banking pilot, operating since September 2023, feeds a broader Islamic 

economy ecosystem that strengthens the halal food value chain from the financial infrastructure up.

What the databases miss

The intelligence gap in Russian halal food is not a data shortage. It is a structural blindspot with four reinforcing 

barriers.

Language. Seventy percent of the sources that document this sector — founder interviews, regional press, 

certification registries, trade expo exhibitor lists — are Russian-only. The Tatarstan regional press (БИЗНЕС 

Online, Реальное время, Tatar-Inform) has covered Tubetey’s (Тюбетей) franchise crisis and Dagestanskaya 

Lavka’s (Дагестанская лавка) funding struggles in detail. None of this material appears in any English-language 

business database.

Certification opacity. For over a decade, more than 30 organizations issued halal certificates in Russia, ranging 

from established religious authorities to private companies selling certificates for as little as 10,000 rubles. DUM 

RT reported that 75% of Kazan restaurants claiming to be halal had no actual certification. The fragmentation 

made it impossible for external analysts to assess which brands held credible certifications — and the serial 

detection of pork DNA in products labeled halal made the question urgent rather than academic. The Moscow-

based MCSiS (МЦСиС, backed by the Council of Muftis) and the Kazan-based DUM RT (deeper operational 

expertise, stronger international recognition) competed for authority while private operators undermined both.

Geopolitical framing. Russia and halal do not coexist in the Western analytical imagination. The assumption is 

Orthodox, vodka, sanctions. That assumption functions as a moat — it keeps competing intelligence platforms 

from looking, which preserves the information arbitrage for those who do.
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Corporate camouflage. The export numbers — $382 million, 82% growth — belong to corporate subsidiaries of 

Russia’s largest agri-industrial holdings. These companies have investor relations departments, English-

language websites, and Gulfood exhibition booths. The founder-owned brands that built the domestic market, 

created the cuisine, and generated the consumer demand that corporates now export at scale are invisible 

behind the same numbers that make the sector visible. The headline story obscures the deeper one.

Those who rebuilt, those who stayed

The founders who matter in Russia’s halal food sector did not enter a growth market. They entered a void — and 

survived the crises that filled it.

Abu Salataev did not choose halal food as a business opportunity. He inherited the ruins of a factory the 

Chechen wars had destroyed — twice. The Argunskiy Meat Plant (Аргунский мясокомбинат), originally built in 

1964, had produced seventy tonnes of meat daily before the conflicts reduced it to rubble. When Salataev began 

rebuilding in 2011, he had no infrastructure, no supply chain, no retail relationships. He delivered two hundred 

kilograms a day in a Moskvich sedan. Today the plant produces 79 SKUs and supplies Magnit. His sons — Khalid 

as general director, Apti as sole owner — now lead the private entity that succeeded the destroyed state 

enterprise. Three generations, two wars, one continuous family commitment to a factory the world had written 

off.

Sultan Safin (Султан Сафин) left a career at Saudi Aramco — the world’s most valuable company — to sell Tatar 

street food in Kazan. Born in a village in Samara Oblast, educated in geology at Kazan Federal University, trained 

at King Abdullah University in Saudi Arabia, Safin returned to Russia in 2015 with a conviction that Tatar cuisine 

deserved the same branded treatment as any Western fast-food concept. Within a year, his co-founder Azat 

Nazmutdinov (Азат Назмутдинов) defected — taking proprietary recipes to launch a competing chain. The 

franchise network Safin had built began to collapse as licensees violated halal standards. He retrenched, rebuilt 

from restaurants rather than pavilions, constructed a dedicated production facility, and recruited an academic 

cultural director to codify the culinary heritage he was commercializing. Twenty locations across 13 cities. His 

“neo-Tatar” concept — kystyburgers (кыстыбургеры) that fuse traditional flatbread with modern fast-food 

grammar — is a cultural movement with a P&L.

Rasul Parkuev (Расул Паркуев), Kamila Parkueva (Камила Паркуева), and Murat Kalaev (Мурат Калаев) spent 

four years losing money on frozen chudu — a Dagestani filled pastry — before they found a business model that 

worked. The 2014 ruble crisis destroyed their retail supply chain. Moscow landlords and business partners 

expressed reluctance to work with Caucasian entrepreneurs. The trio pivoted to street food festivals, discovered 

that Muscovites would queue for authentic Dagestani food when the prejudice of a storefront was removed, and 

built Dagestanskaya Lavka into a 15-location chain across Moscow and St. Petersburg. Their staffing model is 

deliberate anti-professionalization: Dagestani women — “tyotushki,” aunties — who cook from family memory, 

not culinary school training. The food is the credential.

These are not growth stories. They are survival stories that produced growth as a byproduct. The distinction 

matters because it determines what kind of intelligence is valuable. Production data tells you what exists. Crisis 

documentation tells you what will endure.

Could Euromonitor have written any of this? The production volumes, the export figures, the brand names — 

any analyst can find those. The Moskvich delivering two hundred kilograms through a post-war checkpoint, the 

co-founder who stole the recipes, the aunties whose hands are the quality control — that is the intelligence that 

matters, and it lives nowhere in conventional databases.

Beyond these three, the pipeline runs deeper. Halyal Ash (Халял Аш) has operated near Moscow’s Cathedral 

Mosque since 1997 as the sector’s pioneer. A family horse meat business in Bashkortostan has quietly built a 

vertically integrated operation from farm to retail. A halal processed meat brand in Kazan received a 

presidential endorsement within a year of launching — its founder’s name has not yet been publicly disclosed. 

The stories are there. The documentation is not.

© Brandmine 2026 6



Brandmine | Sector Spotlight | Russia Halal Foods: The $382M Pivot East

When thirty percent of your customers aren’t who you 

expected

The most commercially significant development in Russia’s halal food sector has nothing to do with religion. It 

has to do with pork.

Bahelte (Бахетле), a Tatarstan supermarket chain, reports that 30% of its halal meat buyers are non-Muslim. 

Academic research from St. Petersburg confirms the pattern: secular Russians use the halal mark as a proxy for 

absence of antibiotics, soy fillers, and chemical additives. “A sign and guaranty of quality and safety,” the 

researchers found — the halal certification functioning not as religious compliance but as a premium quality 

signal.

This crossover transforms the addressable market thesis. Founder-Owned brands that built their identity on 

cultural authenticity — Tatar heritage, Dagestani tradition, Bashkir horse-meat culture — are discovering that 

their story resonates with consumers who share none of their religious practice but all of their skepticism 

toward industrial food production. The 2012 Moscow Halal Expo coined the phrase “Halal in Russia is more than 

halal.” Fourteen years later, the phrase has become a market fact.

The brands that survived by being uncompromising about standards — by refusing to cut corners when cutting 

corners was the industry norm — are the ones best positioned for a market that now rewards exactly that 

commitment. The irony is precise: the certification scandals that nearly destroyed the sector’s credibility also 

created the competitive moat for every brand that was genuinely certified all along.

The window and the certification that opened it

For a decade, the question of who controlled “halal” in Russia had no answer — and the ambiguity cost brands 

money, market access, and consumer trust.

More than 30 organizations issued halal certificates. Pork DNA appeared in products certified as halal — not 

once but repeatedly, at Tsaritsyno (Царицыно) in 2013, 2018, and 2023, at Chelny-Myaso (Челны-Мясо) in 2018, 

and at producers across the Urals and Siberia in 2023. One Sochi meat plant admitted its Islamic-branded 

sausage had never been halal at all. The fragmentation was not just embarrassing; it was commercially 

disqualifying. Gulf importers could not trust Russian certification because no one in Russia could agree on what 

it meant.

The resolution came in stages. Russia adopted national halal GOST standards in 2022 — becoming one of the 

first non-Islamic countries to do so. Roskachestvo (Роскачество), the government quality agency, created a 

dedicated halal certification center in January 2023, allying with DUM RT rather than the Moscow-based MCSiS. 

And then, on March 6, 2026, DUM RT — the Tatarstan religious authority that had operated Russia’s most 

rigorous halal committee since 1999 — became the first and only body to achieve state accreditation under the 

new GOST R 70402-2024 standard. Twenty-two countries now recognize its certification. The Tatarstan-

Roskachestvo alliance that produced this accreditation marginalizes the 30 smaller operators and creates, for 

the first time, an export-grade certification infrastructure that founder-owned brands can leverage without the 

corporate scale that previously served as the only path to international credibility.

The window this opens is specific. Founder-Owned brands that built authenticity through cultural conviction 

now have institutional backing that their corporate competitors achieved years ago through scale. The playing 

field did not level — but the credential gap narrowed. For investors, buyers, and distributors who understand 

what changed in March 2026, the next 18 months represent the interval between institutional maturation and 

market recognition.
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Why this matters

The founders who survived the certification chaos and the sanctions restructuring are the ones who understand 

this market’s risks from the inside. Their crisis-tested operations are not discoverable through any existing 

English-language platform.

The certification infrastructure that prevented serious commercial engagement with Russian founder-owned 

brands has fundamentally changed. The DUM RT accreditation is six weeks old. The intelligence to evaluate 

which brands deserve partnership is scattered across Tatar-language media, Rusprofile business registries, and 

KazanForum exhibitor lists.

The gap between Russia’s current $382 million in halal exports and its stated $26 billion potential defines the 

scale of what conventional intelligence has missed. That gap — less than 1.5% of theoretical capacity — is not a 

failure of production. It is a failure of intelligence. The brands exist. The founders are scaling. The certification 

infrastructure that blocked international credibility resolved itself eight weeks ago.

The founders who built this sector from echpochmak stalls and war-damaged factories are not waiting for 

discovery. They are expanding — into new cities, new formats, new markets. The question is whether the 

investors, distributors, and analysts reading this will recognize what changed in March 2026 before the window 

— newly opened by a certification that no one outside Russia has yet processed — begins to narrow.

The intelligence exists. It lives in Russian — in Tatar-language regional press, in corporate registries accessible 

through Rusprofile and SPARK-Interfax, in KazanForum exhibitor lists and DUM RT certification databases. It has 

not been assembled in any language an international investor, distributor, or analyst can read. That gap is 

closing. The brands that survived the wars, the scandals, and the sanctions have been here all along. Hiding in 

plain sight.

K E Y  TA K E A W AY

Sectors dismissed as impossible breed founders whose crisis-tested advantages cannot be 

replicated — or found conventionally.

* * *

S E C T O R  T I M E L I N E

The pivot that became infrastructure

The decisive moments that shaped Russia's halal food sector — from the first certified product to global export 

infrastructure.

Setup Catalyst Struggle Crisis Breakthrough Triumph

SETUP 1997

Russia's first halal sausages
Halyal Ash begins producing halal sausages near Moscow's Cathedral Mosque — recreating Soviet-style products under 

Sharia compliance for a community excluded from an entire food category.
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CATALYST 2009

First KazanSummit convenes
250 participants from 18 countries gather in Kazan for the first Russia–Islamic World economic summit. The event that will 

become KazanForum starts as a regional initiative.

STRUGGLE 2013

Pork DNA found in halal sausages
Television program detects pork DNA in halal-certified sausages from Tsaritsyno, a major Moscow meat processor. The 

certification body defends its testing methods rather than acknowledging the failure.

CRISIS 2014

Counter-sanctions create protected market
Russia bans $9.5 billion in Western food imports. Domestic halal production booms behind tariff walls — but the isolation 

that protects also traps.

CRISIS 2015

Tubetey and Latifa launch
Sultan Safin opens the first Tatar halal QSR in Kazan. The same year, Cherkizovo launches Latifa as Russia's first corporate 

halal poultry brand. Two models — founder-owned authenticity and corporate scale — enter the market simultaneously.

STRUGGLE 2016

Tubetey co-founder defection
Azat Nazmutdinov takes proprietary recipes and launches competing chain Kystybyi. Safin's franchise network begins to 

collapse as franchisees violate halal standards.

CRISIS 2018

Second pork scandal erupts
Pork DNA detected again at Tsaritsyno. Chelny-Myaso caught applying halal stickers to pork. Sochi Meat Plant admits its 

'Musulmanskaya' sausage was never halal — the name was used for marketing.

BREAKTHROUGH 2021

Halal exports reach $180M
Russia becomes the second-largest halal poultry supplier to the Middle East after Brazil. The Eastern pivot begins yielding 

measurable results.

BREAKTHROUGH 2023

KazanForum gains federal status
Putin elevates the event to federal level. Islamic banking pilot launches across four Muslim-majority republics. 

Government infrastructure shifts from symbolic to operational.

BREAKTHROUGH 2023

National halal GOST standards take effect
GOST R 70401-2022 creates enforceable halal production requirements — Russia becomes one of the first non-Islamic 

countries with national halal standards.

TRIUMPH 2024

Halal exports surge to $382M
82% year-over-year growth. Halal poultry alone doubles to $211M. Government estimates $26 billion in annual export 

potential — current exports represent less than 1.5%.

TRIUMPH 2025

First halal turkey to Malaysia
Damate's Salima brand receives JAKIM certification — the first company worldwide approved for halal turkey exports to 

Malaysia. The certification infrastructure begins paying dividends.
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TRIUMPH 2026

DUM RT achieves state accreditation
Tatarstan's halal committee becomes the first and only Russian body with state accreditation under GOST R 70402-2024, 

recognized by 22 countries. A decade of certification chaos begins to resolve.

◈
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About this research

This report draws on 28 verified sources across 2 languages — primary documents, founder interviews, and trade press. Every figure 

and claim is cross-validated against independent references.

Full methodology at brandmine.ai.

ABOUT BRANDMINE

Exceptional founder-owned brands. Proven resilient. Ready now.

Brandmine delivers structured discovery intelligence on founder-owned consumer brands in emerging markets — 

researched in local languages, structured for investment decisions, delivered as focused reports.

Contact: hello@brandmine.ai Intelligence reports: brandmine.ai/intelligence/

ALSO AVAILABLE FROM BRANDMINE

BRAND RESILIENCE PROFILE

Complete transformation arc, location intelligence, and business 

snapshot for a single brand. 15 pages of verified research.

FOUNDER RESILIENCE PROFILE

The founder's personal arc from origin to breakthrough. Verified 

through native-language research and primary source analysis.

MARKET MAP

Profiles all verified brands in a sector at snapshot depth — 

geographic distribution, market timeline, and founder spotlights. 

25–40 pages.

SECTOR INTELLIGENCE REPORT

Comprehensive sector intelligence. All brands profiled at 

snapshot depth, plus full transformation arcs for six brands — 

each representing a distinct crisis archetype. 90–120 pages.

Set in Source Serif 4 and Source Sans 3. Composed in Typst. CMYK color throughout.

Maps rendered with MapLibre GL · CARTO Positron basemap · © OpenStreetMap contributors

Published simultaneously in English, Russian, and Chinese.

Researched in English, Russian sources.

First Edition · March 2026

For Rustem Isaakevich Girfanov.
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